Se ng a Trap
It is best to set a trap to close o where squirrels enter a
building, along the path that they travel, or right in the
building where they are living,
The basic steps to se ng the trap are:
1. Compress the spring on the door and li door.
2. Catch and fasten the trigger onto the small brass
swivel on the door.
3. Place bait at the back of the trap, making sure that it
doesn’t slide under the pan.
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Peanut bu er on a cracker works well for bait. If squir‐
rels are ea ng seeds from your bird feeder, try using
bird seed as bait. Put a piece of newspaper in the
bo om to keep the seed from falling through the wire.
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General Informa on
The red squirrel is an Alberta na ve that is very well
adapted to living around humans. Houses, garages and
sheds are safe, warm, and comfortable living spaces for
squirrels.
Squirrels breed in March and April and typically have
four to ﬁve young born in late May or early June. These
young are weaned at 10 weeks of age and a erwards
they start exploring with their parents. Squirrels are
ac ve during the day and do not hibernate. On cold
days in the winter, they will stay in their nests and eat
food that they have stored there.
The squirrel diet consists of mainly nuts and seeds, es‐
pecially those of spruce and pine cones. They also eat
other foods such as mushrooms, ﬂowers, and insects.

Pest Nature

Squirrel‐prooﬁng

Removing and re‐loca ng squirrels is only suﬃcient if
you repair or plug the areas where the squirrels were
entering. Without doing this, it only provides room for a
new tenant.

A squirrel
trapped inside will try to get out, so if you hear a squirrel
scratching, reopen the hole to let the squirrel out.

Reloca ng a Squirrel

If you choose to trap and relocate a squirrel, ﬁnd a natu‐
ral area or spruce tree stand that is away from other
homes.
The best me to relocate squirrels is a er the young are
weaned and before winter food storage begins. This
window occurs late August to early September.
Squirrel traps are available for rent from Greenview Agri‐
culture Services.

Cover entry holes with hardware cloth, and be sure to
extend the mesh several inches beyond the opening.
Repair loose soﬃts and facia, maintain weatherstripping
around doors and windows, and keep doors and win‐
dows closed.
Keep bird feeders away from
trees so that squirrels cannot
jump onto them.
Hanging
feeders or pu ng a metal col‐
lar on pedestal‐type feeders
make it harder for squirrels to
reach the seeds. Clean up any
spilled bird seed and keep oth‐
er sources of food in closed
containers.
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